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Results

Combating impunity and strengthening 
accountability and the rule of law

 u Responsiveness of the General Assembly, Human 
Rights Council and Security Council to crimes 
against humanity in the DPRK (EA 10)
The OHCHR field-based structure provided support 
to the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human 
rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
(DPRK) and engaged with other special procedures 
mandate holders when relevant. It also drafted the 
report of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
with regard to the situation of human rights in the 
DPRK (HRC/31/38) and, following the adoption of 
resolution HRC/Res/31/18, the field-based structure 
supported the visit to the region of the group of in-

dependent experts to focus on issues of account-
ability for human rights violations in the DPRK. 

Widening the democratic space
 u Increased awareness through outreach relevant to 

a DPRK audience and organizations that support 
them, including CSOs and the media (EA 5)
In 2016, the OHCHR field-based structure, which 
is located in Seoul, provided information on the 
situation of human rights in the DPRK to the media, 
civil society organizations and diplomats in Seoul, 
Geneva and New York; participated as a speaker in 
39 seminars organized by governments, NGOs and 
academic institutions; and met regularly with repre-
sentatives of civil society and media groups. In the 
course of these activities, OHCHR sought to include 
people from the DPRK and emphasized concerns re-
lated to vulnerable groups. The OHCHR field-based 
structure was also active on social media and by the 
end of the year, it had 3,500 subscribers to its Fa-
cebook account and more than 1,500 followers on 
Twitter. In addition, public events organized by the 
Office enjoyed significant media coverage, including 
a seminar in May on the rights of women in the DPRK 
and the launch of a public report on the involuntary 
separation of Korean families. 

Torn apart: The human rights dimension of the involuntary separation of Korean families

For years, Hwang In-cheol was told that his father, Mr. 

Hwang Won, was away on a business trip. “Nobody told 

me about my father when I was young,” he remembers. 

When Hwang In-cheol was around 10 years old, he was 

finally told the truth. On 11 December 1969, his father had 

boarded a plane, which was hijacked and flown to the 

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK). While 

39 passengers were allowed to return to the Republic of 

Korea in 1970, the whereabouts of Mr. Hwang Won and 10 

other passengers and crew members remain unknown. 

Hwang In-cheol was two when his father was abducted.

Following his father’s abduction, Hwang In-cheol and 

his family faced many instances of discrimination and ig-

norance. Those around them sometimes suspected the 

relatives of abductees of being susceptible to manipula-

tion by the DPRK. “Even if you are a victim, society looks 

down on you and you are considered a spy,” he stated. 

These days, Hwang In-cheol is determined to break the 

silence that has surrounded his father’s abduction for 

too long. Starting as a one-man campaign, he is now ac-

tively involved in raising awareness within the Republic 

of Korea and internationally. He is one of the individu-

als featured in OHCHR’s report, “Torn apart: The human 

rights dimension of the involuntary separation of Korean 

families.” Speaking at a panel discussion held to launch 

the report on 7 December, he stated, “[t]here is no reason 

whatsoever that my father should continue to be held in 

the DPRK.” 

In 2010, Hwang In-cheol submitted a case to the Work-

ing Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances. 

The DPRK authorities replied two years later and stated 

that there was “no person in [their] country who ha[d] 

been enforcedly or involuntarily disappeared or detained 

against his or her will.”

The Government of the Republic of Korea has published 

a list of 516 individuals who were abducted by the DPRK 

after the 1953 armistice. It has not yet finalized the list of 

individuals who were allegedly abducted during the war, 

primarily due to the difficulty of collecting accurate infor-

mation. According to the Korean War Abductees Family 

Union, estimates of wartime South Korean abductees 

range between 82,000 and 100,000 individuals. 

In 2002, the Government of the DPRK acknowledged 

that it had abducted 13 Japanese nationals. Five were al-

lowed to return to Japan and the Government claimed 

that eight were deceased. The Government of Japan 

continues to seek further information on their wherea-

bouts and those of others that the Government of Japan 

believes were abducted by the DPRK.


