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Minister of the Department of Unification Front, Kim, Yang-geon should return my 

father immediately who was kidnapped by the 1969 KAL hijacking!

On Dec. 11, 1969 at 12:25 PM, a domestic flight YS-11 departing from 

Gangneung bound for Gimpo was hijacked by a North Korean resident spy 10 minutes 

after take-off while flying over Gangneung, and was taken to North Korea.

At that time, a total of 50 people were on board including 4 crew members 

and 47 passengers - the total count excludes the spy who hijacked the plane.

Due to criticism from the international society and the media, North Korea 

announced on Feb. 3, 1970 that all crew members and passengers would be returned 

to South Korea unconditionally. However, on Feb. 14, 1970, only 39 of the 50 were 

sent back to us and the remaining 11 never came home. They were 4 crew members 

and 7 passengers.

Afterwards, on the request of the Korean government and the Red Cross for 

the negotiation with North on this issue, the International Committee of the Red Cross 

(ICRC) sent out a cable message to the North Korean Red Cross urging immediate 

returning of all crew members and passengers. However, the North only made 

far-fetched argument that those crew members and passengers were remaining in the 

North on their free will and repeatedly said that there would be no chance of any 

negotiation. In addition, the North Korean Red Cross kept its unreasonable attitude in 

its reply letter to the ICRC by saying that "this issue is neither a matter of its 

concern nor is it of the ICRC, so the ICRC should stand back from the issue".

In 2001, during the 3rd Reunion of the Separated Families, 'an unreturned 

victim of the KAL incident' Sung, Kyung-hee (former stewardess) had a reunion with 

her mother. At the meeting with her mother, she testified that Chung, Kyung-sook 

who had also been kidnapped to the North, was still alive in the same town where she 

was living. However, in Jun. 2006, North Korea only notified through the Korean Red 

Cross that the fate of Chung, Kyung-sook was unable to confirm and the other 

unreturned kidnapped of KAL hijacking were also unable to confirm. Even from this 

simple situational facts, I can certainly tell that my father is still alive. In addition, in 

Dec. 2008, Oh, Kil-nam testified that in May. 1986, my father was working for the 

Broadcasting of the Voice of the Salvation of the Country.

How North Korea can deny the existence of people who are still alive with 

simple words of 'unable to confirm'.



My family has suffered from the agony of longing each other and separation 

for the last 42 years due to the inhuman and anti-human brutality of the North 

Korean authorities. We are still living in indescribable pain. Now, it is time that the 

North should confirm whether my father is still alive or not and let my family meet 

each other in a third country except China and must return my father to his family.

On Jun. 17, 2010, I registered my father Hwang, Won - who used to be a 

producer for Munhwa Broadcasting Corporation - to the WGEID of the UNHRC. 

According to the regulations stipulated by the WGEID, North Korea should have 

responded to the request within 6 months which was Dec. 17, 2010. North Korea 

obviously hasn't given us any response. I demand that they respond to the requests of 

the International Organization as soon as possible.

North Korea who has distorted humanitarian and international customary laws, 

must cease their untidy behavior. Further, they must return the unreturned victims of 

the KAL incident back to their families, not to mention my own father.
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